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Seedling production of the freshwater clam Corbicula sandai is usually conducted by inducing spawning of wild clams. However, because the condition index (CI) of wild individuals varies from year to year in Lake Biwa, the number of larvae obtained by this method is variable. In the present study, a novel culture method to increase clam CI was examined. Both the CI and growth of the clams suspended in Nishinoko Lagoon during winter were compared with those of clams cultured in a tank supplied with lake water and in the harbor adjacent to the Shiga Prefectural Fisheries Experiment Station on the east shore of Lake Biwa. The CI of clams cultured in Nishinoko Lagoon was signiˆcantly larger than that of wild clams and those cultured in the tank or the harbor. The suspended culture of clams in Nishinoko Lagoon during winter (from November to March), resulting in increased CI and shell length, possibly because the high productivity of the lagoon is expected to increase the number of larvae in artiˆcial seed production. 
